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About 
Crossref



Crossref makes research outputs easy to find, cite, 
link, assess, and reuse. 
 
We’re a not-for-profit membership organization that 
exists to make scholarly communications better. 

Mission



Rally 

Tag 

Run 

Play 

Make

Getting the community working together to make 
scholarly communications better


Structuring, processing, and sharing metadata to reveal 
relationships between research outputs


Operating a shared, open infrastructure that is 
community-governed and evolves with changing needs


Engaging in debate and experimenting with technology 
to solve our members’ problems


Creating tools and services to enable connections and 
give context



Our truths





Reference Linking 
& Cited-by







• Launched in 2006

• Counts and links to the publications that 

have cited an item of content

• Readers can navigate from one 

publisher’s content to other content that 
cites it.





Metadata 
distribution





632,000,000
Metadata queries per month

(up 28% from previous year)





Reference distribution has been possible for a decade  
… 

• OAI-PMH

• OpenURL

• REST API



Reference distribution has been possible for a decade 
but then in 2017 two additional things happened…



crossref.org/board-and-governance

“To approve the 
recommendations of the 
Membership & Fees Committee 
with respect to updating the [paid] 
metadata delivery offering:


• To have a single agreement that 
covers all metadata APIs/
delivery routes


• To adopt a single (updated) fee 
structure, and 


• To remove case-by-case opt-
outs for metadata.”




Revised reference distribution policy

Closed These references are only used for Cited-by and 
are not distributed otherwise.

Limited 
(Default for older 
accounts)

Organizations that sign an agreement 
for Metadata Plus can access these references. 

Open  
(Default for accounts 
joining from 2018)

Everyone can access these references through all 
our public APIs.

https://www.crossref.org/services/cited-by
https://www.crossref.org/services/metadata-delivery/plus-service


New board election slate

crossref.org/board-and-governance



Reference distribution

1. Ensure that you or your vendor is depositing 
references with Crossref for your journal(s)


2. Email support@crossref.org to set your 
distribution preference for each prefix


3. OR Set the                                     element to      
for each item record

reference_distribution_opt any



31

2325  
(726 have actually deposited any)



crossref.org/members/prep



Other 

relations



"is-preprint-of": 20478,
"is-referenced-by": 14104,
"is-review-of": 12651,
"has-preprint": 8533,
"is-identical-to": 7826,
"is-supplemented-by": 7130,
"references": 5325,
"has-review": 3948,
"is-part-of": 2185,
"is-variant-form-of": 1118,
"is-version-of": 1011,
"is-replaced-by": 948,
"is-supplement-to": 810,
"is-related-material": 689,
"has-part": 192,
"has-related-material": 124,
"is-translation-of": 65,
"is-based-on": 26,
"has-translation": 22,
"is-data-basis-for": 7,
"continues": 6,
"is-documented-by": 5,
"is-basis-for": 5,
"is-continued-by": 3,
"is-reply-to": 1,
"has-version": 1,
"has-comment": 1,
"documents": 1



addendum
clarification
correction
corrigendum
erratum
expression_of_concern
new_edition
new_version
partial_retraction
removal
retraction
withdrawal



Current sources



"www.eurekalert.org": 12392,
"www.sciencenews.org": 11592,
"phys.org": 11085,
"theconversation.com": 10181,
"www.curiousmeerkat.co.uk": 7782,
"www.scientificamerican.com": 7379,
"www.sciencedaily.com": 6862,
"www.euroscientist.com": 6238,
"www.nationalelfservice.net": 5307,
"speakingofresearch.com": 5178,
"www.sbpdiscovery.org": 5075,
"cosmosmagazine.com": 5049,
"retractionwatch.com": 4992,
"sciencetrends.com": 4822,
"www.technology.matthey.com": 4436,
"academic.oup.com": 4365,
"blog.addgene.org": 4187,
"blog.f1000.com": 3870,
"brokensymmetryblog.wordpress.com": 3636,
"www.nature.com": 3615

http://api.eventdata.crossref.org/v1/
events?
mailto=ginny@crossref.org&rows=0&so
urce=newsfeed&facet=subj-id.domain:
15



http://api.eventdata.crossref.org/v1/
events?
mailto=ginny@crossref.org&rows=0

&source=newsfeed

&subj-id.domain=www.theguardian.com

&facet=obj-id.prefix:*

      10.1038: 418, 
      10.5281: 255, 
      10.1136: 45, 
      10.1080: 36, 
      10.1371: 27, 
      10.1111: 27, 
      10.2139: 25, 
      10.1007: 19, 
      10.1002: 16, 
      10.3354: 9, 
      10.5772: 8, 
      10.1056: 7, 
      10.3389: 5, 
      10.1098: 4, 
      10.7717: 3, 
      10.1086: 3,

Springer 
Zenodo 
BMJ 
Taylor & Francis 
PLOS 
Wiley 
Elsevier (SSRN) 
Springer 
Wiley 
Inter-Research Science Center 
InTechOpen 
NEJM 
Frontiers 
Royal Society 
PeerJ 
University of Chicago Press



http://
api.eventdata.crossref.org
/v1/events?
mailto=ginny@crossref.or
g&rows=10&obj-
id.prefix=10.1155

"license": "https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/",

"terms": "https://doi.org/10.13003/CED-terms-of-use",

"updated_reason": "https://evidence.eventdata.crossref.org/announcements/

2018-04-26T00-00-00Z-ED-16.json",

"updated": "edited",

"obj_id": "https://doi.org/10.1155/2017/4269575",

"source_token": "45a1ef76-4f43-4cdc-9ba8-5a6ad01cc231",

"occurred_at": "2017-02-17T16:14:31Z",

"subj_id": "http://twitter.com/mtfysio/statuses/832624277845323776",

"id": "e787a2cd-acb7-423e-b29d-523be66cf079",

"evidence_record": "https://evidence.eventdata.crossref.org/evidence/

20170217e92ef5ce-24fc-4003-bf09-22ae854540e1",

"action": "add",

"subj": {

"pid": "http://twitter.com/mtfysio/statuses/832624277845323776",

"title": "Tweet 832624277845323776",

"issued": "2017-02-17T16:14:31.000Z",

"author": {

"url": "http://www.twitter.com/mtfysio"

},

"original-tweet-url": "http://twitter.com/muscletechnetwo/statuses/

832555216788660225",

"original-tweet-author": "http://www.twitter.com/muscletechnetwo",

"alternative-id": "832624277845323776"

https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
https://doi.org/10.13003/CED-terms-of-use
https://evidence.eventdata.crossref.org/announcements/2018-04-26T00-00-00Z-ED-16.json
https://evidence.eventdata.crossref.org/announcements/2018-04-26T00-00-00Z-ED-16.json
https://doi.org/10.1155/2017/4269575
http://twitter.com/mtfysio/statuses/832624277845323776
https://evidence.eventdata.crossref.org/evidence/20170217e92ef5ce-24fc-4003-bf09-22ae854540e1
https://evidence.eventdata.crossref.org/evidence/20170217e92ef5ce-24fc-4003-bf09-22ae854540e1
http://twitter.com/mtfysio/statuses/832624277845323776
http://www.twitter.com/mtfysio
http://twitter.com/muscletechnetwo/statuses/832555216788660225
http://twitter.com/muscletechnetwo/statuses/832555216788660225
http://www.twitter.com/muscletechnetwo


What’s next?



Strategic activities





Improving Crossref citation data

• Help small publishers: OJS plugin 
improvements; metadata manager deposit tool 
(Beta)


• Education and awareness for medium and 
larger ones: Metadata 2020; participation 
reports; evidence of increased discoverability



What else would you like to see?





Thanks
Ginny Hendricks 

Director of Member & Community Outreach 
ginny@crossref.org


@ginnyLDN

@gin@scholar.social  |  @ginny@scicomm.xyz 


